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On Sept. 1, in a ceremony attended by representatives of political parties, popular organizations,
the Catholic Church and foreign diplomats, about 125 leaders of the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) signed a draft constitution and bylaws that will serve as the basis for
establishment of a formal political party. The 25-page draft constitution is comprised of eight
chapters. It includes a "statement of principles" which elaborates upon 13 objectives for the party.
These include: "profound humanization" of the country's social, economic and political system;
a commitment to the "poor majority"; efforts to achieve national unity through "concertacion"
and dialogue; struggle for the rights of youth and children; defense and promotion of the rights of
women; protection of the environment; and Central American unity. The constitution stipulates that
a National Convention will be the party's highest decision-making authority. In the interim between
Convention meetings, the party is to be run by a National Council, comprised of 50 members elected
by the Convention for two-year terms, as well as representatives elected by each of the party's
departmental branches, who will serve three-year terms. In turn, the National Council will elect
from among its members a 10-person Political Commission. This Commission is to be responsible
for the day-to-day affairs of the party and will make recommendations on programs and actions to
the National Council and the Convention. The Political Commission will also appoint a coordinator,
who will be the party's legal representative. Juan Ramon Medrano, a member of the FMLN's current
political commission, said the FMLN "will be a revolutionary, democratic and pluralist party,"
whose principal fronts of struggle will be "demilitarization of the country, democratization of the
state, and the socialization of private property." Under current Salvadoran legislation, the adoption
of formal statutes and bylaws is the first step in the process of securing legal status for a political
party. (Sources: Agence-France Presse, 08/26/92, 09/01/92)
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